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autobiography, — as the picture of a temperament not without interest, — 
and a number of short essays and sketches on philosophic and literary sub- 
jects. The latter include some notes of Shakespeare's women in which that 
hackneyed theme is treated with not a little vivacity and originality. 

E. Ritchie. 

The Free-will Problem in Modern Thought. By William Hallock 
Johnson. (Columbia University Contributions to Philosophy, Psychol- 
ogy, and Education, Vol. X, No. 2.) New York, The Macmillan Com- 
pany, 1903. — pp. 94. 

In the introduction the author of this monograph refers to the wide-spread 
interest shown at present in the free-will problem, making it " at the 
beginning of our century one of the prime subjects of philosophic discus- 
sion." The bearing of psycho-physical theories upon the question of 
freedom is considered in the opening chapter. Automatism and paral- 
lelism are discussed and rejected in favor of interaction. Parallelism is 
criticised in some detail and quite effectively, the many objections to the 
theory being forcibly presented. But the argument in defense of inter- 
action is not convincing, most stress being laid on the contention that the 
difficulty of admitting interaction is less than the difficulty of denying it. 
Certainly parallelism has no greater difficulty than that involved in con- 
ceiving of a causal interaction between two minds, which the author asserts 
may exist. The effect of recent evolutionary ideas upon our belief in 
freedom is next considered. ' ' In recent discussions of the evolution 
problem three points not unfavorable to libertarian belief are observable. 
The attempt to show that consciousness has been evolved from the uncon- 
scious is now generally discredited ; the efficiency of consciousness as a 
factor in organic evolution is widely recognized ; and, it may be added, 
the gap between animal and human intelligence has been widened rather 
than filled by the recent studies of animal psychology." With reference 
to the " consciousness of freedom, " Dr. Johnson maintains that we are 
more certain of the existence of the self of which freedom is predicated 
than of anything else, although it is " admittedly the great mystery." The 
necessity and significance of " freedom as an ethical postulate " are ably 
treated in a separate chapter. While motiveless choice is emphatically 
disavowed, still it is held that free-will implies an element of pure wilfulness 
or caprice. In a concluding discussion of "free-will and theology," 
recognition of divine foreknowledge is said to be compatible with belief in 
human freedom. That many of the arguments appear cursory and insuffi- 
cient is the inevitable result of attempting to consider so large a problem 
in so narrow a compass. However, the author gives evidence of a wide 
acquaintance with the literature of the free-will controversy, and demon- 
strates his thorough comprehension of the various aspects and many per- 
plexities of this celebrated problem. The book contains an unusual num- 
ber of typographical errors. Henry W. Wright. 

Cornell University. 



